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River reflections 
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Having to channel my thoughts for a suitable intro is quite a challenge. Not because I ama 
shy retiring violet but for several reasons: 


%& TI tend to write this intro when I have a reasonable backup of images so do I write 
from the present perspective ?... This is often not the date implied by the start date 
of the volume and this may confuse some readers at a future time ...or do I write 
contemporary to the actual time ??... On thinking about it I think it must reflect my 
actual feelings at the time of writing. Good - that's one decision made 

“%& The second thought that is always on my mind is - Should I be brutally honest which I 
really think would be true to myself, but, if by doing so it may hurt someone. Then, 
whilst possibly being true would not be true to my way of behaving. I often find that 
the person who says “do you mind if I'm brutally honest" then gallops in with a total 
lack of feeling. This is exactly the sort of person who is very un-accepting of personal 
criticism himself. On thinking about this I think a ‘middle road’ will be adopted. Some 
veiled references may indicate the way I think but I will NOT be brutally honest. Yes, 
it's a cowardly approach but a criticism without an explanation can easily give a totally 
wrong impression and it may only be a comment in passing without a deeper 
significance that could be read into the hard written word. (Sorry if these thoughts 
are a bit convoluted....it is my preface, so I can indulge myself) 

* T will continue however, on a non-personal level, to put the world right and I think 
everyone is aware that age gives one the right to be outspoken (even if secretly the 
listener feels that the ‘old fool’ is just that) 


I have thought that the way in which we live now is a lot easier than in previous 
generations , and if enjoyed in a restrained way is wonderful but the words "postponement 
of gratification" should be considered somewhere in ones thought process. The old 
fashioned way of “saving” for something made the pleasure of eventual acquisition much, 
much sweeter. Obtaining everything the moment it is desired actually deprives one of the 
anticipation, the enjoyment of waiting, the desire is not there and in instant gratification 
we actually do ourselves a disservice. I remember that we always saved for anything 
worthwhile but a period followed when inflation meant that by the time we had saved for 
that something special it had rocketed in price. What happened then was the easy credit 
period where if you desired something you could easily obtain it without waiting. Everyone 
did it and all around you were the signs of consumer spending. We now are paying the 
price. Not only in economic terms but also in the way in which we must relearn the art of 
“waiting”. It is possibly even more difficult to 're-learn’ than to learn in the first place 


Thrift is a good old fashioned term. It seems to be viewed as sweetly understandable but 
not really relevant in today's world. Maybe I am sceptical about motives but when I see 
supermarkets crying out for us to save on carrier bags perhaps my unkind thoughts of 
them saving millions of pounds is foremost in their minds rather than ‘saving the planet’ 
that they ask you to accept as their philosophy. 
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I am a non believer and the image that the multinationals convey in their advertising is 
actually far from the truth. Watch consumer programmes and see the total frustration 
endured by many and the lack of response by the companies concerned. Remember that 
these are the tip of the iceberg. When faced with adverse publicity they immediately 
offer compensation and excuses. They all have well staffed complaint departments. 
Where were these when the complainants endeavoured to make themselves heard against 
the loud noise of indifference?? The individual against the big conglomerates has a 
difficult job to do to make their grievances known. With a totally captive audience are we 
aware what is actually known about us? No, I am not paranoid but those innocent 
supermarket “reward-style" cards give away far more about us than we are aware. Notice 
the coupons you receive are for products that you buy? The whole idea is for a totally 
viable personal profile to be accessible. Your movements are seen by the times you shop, 
where you shop and the purchases can be moved to impulse positions that you will succumb 
to. Have you seen the “goggle experiments" where the eye-line of some chosen subjects is 
carefully monitored to see exactly what they are looking at whilst shopping. The positions 
of all foods etc is then carefully positioned to result in maximum exposure and subsequent 
purchase. Nothing is left to chance. It is a very sophisticated science and I hate it. No I 
admire the science...what I hate is being predictable. I want to confound them by buying a 
gross of Tampax followed by lots of expensive dogfood when their records show I have 
not got a dog. I am a rebel...seriously though who really likes having every move known. 
Where is the fun of being an individual. Tammy gave me a scrap which is stuck on my 
computer. It says ..." do not follow where the path may lead..go instead where there is no 
path...and leave a trail" Tammy you know your old Dad. Like wise DP gave me a scrap which 
is in the kitchen. It says..."some people walk in the rain. Others just get wet" DP you know 
your old Dad. 


I think that says it all. 


No more grouses until the next volume...who knows - I may be all smiles and sunlight but 
somehow I doubt it 
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In September 2010 Larnie started at JCoss and that school was totally new and still 
in its formative state with many areas still to be finished. It is an eye-opener and if 
one can not get a good education with these facilities it would be very sad. Larnie was 
obviously very excited and has changed dramatically in the last few months. Here she 
is in her new school uniform 


What a great future ahead of her...make the most of it Larnie..... 
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I think this may be a shot that will be of interest in the future. Bounds Green tube 
station with a milk float on its way to deliver the morning milk....How long can this 
survive with supermarkets retailing milk at a fraction of the delivered price?? 


in 


How much longer will milk deliveries be viable??= Sept 2010). > ~ 


My fascination with fungi still remains 
and this time of year seems to yield some really fascinating specimens. This was in 
the garden and the magic ring on the next page appeared overnight...really strange 


a 
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Some of these City Shots will be of real interest in the future because they will 
never return to their original state 


I love this moment where the kids admire the 
police horse and the rider finds time to indulge their interest. Well done that man. 


Ps 
A working day, when 
Lymn and I stopped in 
Chapel Street Market 
for morning coffee and 
croissants in the sum 
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Shard London Bridge , previously known as London Bridge Tower and also known 
as the Shard of Glass, 32 London Bridge and The Shard, is a skyscraper under construction in 
Southwark, London. When completed in 2012, it will be the tallest building in the European 
Union and the 45th tallest building in the world. 

The tower will stand 1,017 ft (310 m) tall and have 72 floors, plus 15 further radiator floors 
in the roof. The building has been designed with an irregular triangular shape from the base 
to the top. It will be clad entirely in glass. The viewing gallery and open-air observation deck 
will be on the top (72nd) floor. 

The building replaces Southwark Towers, a 24-storey office building of 1976. Renzo Piano, 
the building's architect, worked together with architectural firm Broadway Malyan during 
the planning stage of the project. 


The Shard, which last month outstripped Canary Wharf's One Canada Square to become the 
tallest building in Britain, is the highest-profile part of a broader plan for a £2 billion 
redevelopment of the area around London Bridge Station. 

The tower will have 44 lifts and will be topped by a four-floor viewing gallery that will be 
open to the public. 

A new public concourse and a piazza will be complete by 2013 and will link the 310 metre 
(1,016 ft) building to the station, through which 400,000 commuters pass every day. 

Mr Sellar said that when architect Renzo Piano first visited the area, he described it as "a 
Kingdom of Darkness". 

He also revealed that the Italian architect, who helped designed the Pompidou Centre but 
had never before designed a building in Britain, had initially been reluctant to work ona 
building so tall. 


In March ‘09 when 
‘twas but a hole in 
ground’ 


March ' 09 when the foundations were being excavated.... 


The Shard 
Sept ‘10 


Seen here it looks like a modern addition to the Tower of London 


I will keep taking updates so we can watch the progress of what will surely be an icon 
of the London skyline. When we started taking pictures we had a job finding the site 
and no-one seemed to have heard of it. It is already towering above many London 
buildings and shows the confidence that is felt about the London scene for the 


future... 
7 December 2010 Last updated at 05:13 


SHARD LONDON BRIDGE 
SKYSCRAPER SPLINTERS OPINION 


By Andy Dangerfield BBC News, London 
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Shard London Bridge's shell is scheduled to be completed by 2012 
It began as a sketch on the back of a napkin in a Berlin restaurant in 2000. Ten years on, Shard London 
Bridge is the tallest building in the UK, at more than 235m (771ft). 


Designed by Italian architect Renzo Piano, the south London skyscraper is planned to rise to 87 
storeys, 310m (1,016ft) by 2012, becoming the tallest building in the European Union. 


Mr Piano has a clear vision of the positive impact he thinks the tower will have on the city. 
"The building will be atmospheric. It will play with the city. It will be a symbol of lightness," he said. 
But the skyscraper, better known as the Shard of Glass, also has its critics. 


"I would have liked to see something more materially interesting and elegant," said Philippa Grantham, 
31, who has watched the tower rise on the capital's skyline each day on her commute into London 
Bridge station. 


"In my opinion, a tower doesn't have a particular front or a back but this building certainly has a back 
side and it's fairly crude." 

‘Vertical city’ 

Mr Piano said the tower was not meant to dominate the skyline and its sophisticated use of glazing 


would reflect light and the changing patterns of the sky. 


"After a shower it will be blue. In the evening it will become warmer and more red," he said. 
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Shard London Bridge will have a viewing gallery on its 72nd floor 


The building was designed to be a "vertical city that has many functions," he added. 
"It will be living 24 hours a day and intensify city life." 


The Shard will have office space at its base and, higher up the building, will contain a hotel, 
apartments, a viewing gallery and spire at the top. 


In 2003, following a £10m public inquiry, the Shard was approved by then Deputy PM John Prescott. 
But English Heritage said it was disappointed with the outcome and the building was "inappropriate". 


Key objections it raised included concerns over the impact on views of St Paul's Cathedral from 
Parliament Hill. 


SHARD CONSTRUCTION FACTS 


e There will be 1,200 workers on site by spring 2011 

e Europe's tallest crane will be used for construction 

e InLondon's largest ever concrete pour - 5,500 cubic metres was poured over 36 hours 
e Shard London Bridge will have the UK's highest public viewing gallery at 244m. 


But the Shard's property developer James Sellar said that its 244m (800ft) viewing gallery "will open 
up the views of places like St Paul's that have never been seen". 


Local campaigners Bermondsey Village Action Group (BVAG) fear the Shard will create a "domino 
effect" with more tall buildings being approved, forming a "wall of steel and glass". 


Last week, a 31-storey tower - The Quill - was approved by Southwark council, which will stand within 
metres of the Shard. 


"The Shard is the umbrella under which the proposed high-rise buildings in the area are seeking to 
take shelter," said Russell Gray, from BVAG. 


"Secrecy is the name of the game with the Shard." 
‘High benchmark’ 


But Mr Sellar said: "The design philosophy is about transparency rather than opaqueness." 
"We've set a pretty high benchmark for the regeneration of the area." 
Mr Piano said he did not want the Shard to create an influx of tall buildings in the capital. 


"By making one tall building, you can't assume that more tall buildings in the area are good." 


The Shard was conceived on the back of a napkin at a 


Berlin restaurant in 200 


But he said the Shard will make the area "a more humanised place". 


And through the regeneration of London Bridge station, as part of the Shard development, "it will be a better 
place to travel through", he said. 


The tower's supporters believe the building will be a pivotal moment for south London. 

"It is a landmark building and is a flag for the regeneration," Mr Sellar said. 

So will the Shard become an iconic landmark to rival New York's Empire State Building or Paris’ Eiffel Tower? 
"You can't be narcissistic and say I'm going to make the iconic building," said Mr Piano. 

“But it may become iconic in time." 

The shell of the building is due to be completed by May 2012, 

And the Olympics planned for that year should prove an opportunity to beam the Shard's image around the world. 


"With more than a billion people looking at London for the Olympics, its a great way to have the building presented 
and the capital's innovation celebrated," said Mr Sellar. 


London’s iconic tall buildings 
Metres 


310m 


300 


191m 


| 


Shard  OneCanada BT 30StMaryAxe London Eye 
London Bridge" Square | Tower —(Gherkin) 


100 


0 


*Completion expected May 2012 
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Sept ‘10 Larnie started her new school: JCoss and it was still a partial building site 
with a great display of the wonderful facilities that were nearly, or just, completed. 
These photos show some of the great use of colour and reflects the ethos that 
promises so much for the lucky kids that will be attending: 


SEPT ‘10 


= & : 
4H oe 
" R 


The lighting, natural light and colour leaves an exhilarating feeling to all who come 
into the school. 


Around 
the 
school 
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A great display of wine bottles ina traditional setting 
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The site of the old 
water pump 
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The new contrasting with the old 


Page 24 = PhotoHistory “= = 


> 
g 
° 
pris} 
7a) 
— 
am 
e) 
es} 
() 
cS 
Ry 


U rVINOFF 


5 abeds & sofas 


ES bys. 200e 
Ray Wenit 
LSE AV 


Page 28 “= Photo History “=~ 


Pers x x Px 06 hen a 1 


\/ 
O 


(> Er 9 
‘ Si =} 
. * 


ae ALTO VII AGE 


Adorable pictures (groan !!!) 
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Apple in 
The Bottle 


Growing the apple in the bottle seemed a fun idea and it worked... 
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In October 2010 we took the DLR and then a bus to the Thames Barrier with Vivy and Walter and 
walked along the Thames back to The O2 Arena and on to Greenwich and enjoyed some really unusual 
aspects of London. 


The contrast was so eyecatching.... 


The take-offs and landings of the small City Airport planes were a frequent feature 


of our walk 


There is not much 
industry alongside the 
Thames now probably due 
to the inflated land value 
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This is used for loading gravel onto barges 


Escapee from the small nature reserve close to the Yacht Club at Greenwich 
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This ‘sculpture’ now partially submerged but was on a small beach last time we were 


here and enjoyed by kids playing on the sand 
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Oct “10 
One Way Trip 


I love the graffiti on the blocks contrasted with the modern skyline..it gives the human perspective 


~~ 
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The rolling verdant pastures of au urban Landscape 
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Home made ice cream in Portobello Road 
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The coastline was really moody and afforded us some great views 
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The lighthouse at Happisburgh 
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We walked along the coast-path and wandered around the small village ending with a 
At, 
s ~ 

4yX 


The locals told us about the really bad coastal erosion and the following pictures and 
the quotes from the local press shows what a disastrous effect it is having on the local 
community 


great pub lunch IN THE SUN. 


THE WOODEN SEA DEFENCES BUILT IN THE LATE '50S AT HAPPISBURGH, NORTH 
NORFOLK HAVE BEEN FAILING OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, AND LARGE CHUNKS OF 
THE SANDY CLIFFS ARE REGULARLY FALLING INTO THE SEA. CHANGES IN 
GOVERNMENT POLICY NOW LIMIT FUNDING FOR COASTAL PROTECTION, BUT THERE 
IS NO COMPENSATION FOR ANY LOSSES SUFFERED. 


October 2010....Erosion-threatened clifftop residents demanded "social justice" after a Norfolk 
council agreed a possible compensation deal that they branded "insulting". 

North Norfolk District Council agreed a plan to buy 10 homes in most danger on Beach Road at 
Happisburgh for demolition and offer the homeowners 40-50pc of the value of their homes if they 
were inland and not at risk from coastal erosion. 

Councillors said it was "the best we can do" and pledged to "continue to lobby and campaign" for a 
better deal. 

But angry campaigners called on the council to give them nothing less than 100pc to enable them to 
"move on" and rebuild their blighted lives. 

The offers, which are set to be made in the coming weeks, have come as a result of a government 
pathfinder scheme, under which the council got £3m to address a range of coastal erosion issues. 
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This is where the road used to continue along the clifftop 


, 


Some of the storm-eroded sea defences 
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Iw the Local country park there were with great walks and sea views from 


the specially constructed viewing platforms built in the middle of the 
rhododendrons 


rrom tne observation hide above the trees 


16276187 fotosearch.com 


.....anad from the country pare we walked alongsiade the 
steam tratn coastal railway and picnicked ow the cliff top 


Nov 2010 


Walking along the Lee Cawal walk with Martin § Maxine ts 
always a hoot but this time t lost my head..."a vast 
Lmprovement” seemed to be the consensus of opinton....(when 
they stoppea Laughing) 


It is hard to remember when we take this walk how close we are to home 
(even following the convoluted route we seemed to take) and how 
natural and enjoyable the surroundings are. we even remembered the 
flask and sarwies...still it woulaw’t be a walk with our mates without 
food awa Laughter... 


Tra nquillity aus 


The colours were fabulous and our enjoyment of the natural beauty 
made us forget how long we had been walking and how tired we were 


Nov 2010 


. You walle past some houses 
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Choir and organ 
in The Albert Hall, 
December 2010 
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